
All photos and instructions done by Laura O.   

from Day by Day in Our World. 



Creating a Custom Storage Vessel to house pens, pencils, markers or cray-

ons is a really simple way to bring your personal touch to a home office or 

classroom.   

The investment (both time and money) is low, so you can change this up 

on a regular basis, especially if a child has a change in interests. Also, they 

can further personalize it with stickers. 

Supplies needed: 

Empty �n cans (soup, beans, coffee) in sizes that will fit the items you wish to house 

Colorful paper (I chose scrapbooking paper sized 12x12 

Tape (double sided or regular) 

Contact Paper 

Scissors 

Pencil  

Ruler (or another straight edge)  



Ensure that all cans have been thoroughly cleaned and outside labels removed. 

Measure the can against your paper , cu+ng so that it fits between the upper and lower 

rims. Once you have marked the width needed, draw a line using the ruler to serve as a 

guide for cu+ng. 

Use double sided tape (or fold regular tape to form a s�cky loop) to secure the paper at the 

start and part way around. 

Cut the clear contact paper to be a few inches longer than your ‘pre/y’ paper. Begin your 

applica�on at the ini�al point where you tacked on the paper allowing an inch of the clear 

contact paper to overshoot and solidly adhere to the can. 



Slowly roll the can around, pressing the contact paper firmly against the other paper. The 

contact paper should con�nue slightly beyond the end of your other paper to help firmly se-

cure everything. 

If needed, trim any excess from the top or bo/om of the can. 

Special Circumstance: 

A regular soup can has a circumference under 12 inches.  Larger cans may need you to piece 

together pieces of your selected paper.  Alterna�vely, you can create a ‘label’ strip from a 

coordina�ng paper that bridges the gap. 


